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AUSTRALIAN TOWN PLANNING JUBILEE EXHIBITION 
David Jones L t d . G a l l e r y 
• . 11 a.ra, Monday, 21 s.t Augus t ; 1'9'67% 
Mr* WalKLey (Conference Chairman), Ladies and Gentlemen: 
F i f t y yea r s ago, in 1917» the f i r s t A u s t r a l i a n 
Town Planning Conference and E x h i b i t i o n . w a s held here i n 
•South Aus t r&ia . Nearly 300 d e l e g a t e s from a l l over 
A u s t r a l i a came to Adela ide t o d i s c u s s problems and 
a s p i r a t i o n s a s s o c i a t e d wi th the f u t u r e development of 
t.owns and c i t i e s throughout the Commonwealth 
These e n l i g h t e n e d d i s c u s s i o n s took ..place a t a 
time when t h e count ry was a t war, when t h e p o p u l a t i o n was 
l e s s than ha l f t h e f i g u r e "it now i s , and a l s o a t a time, 
when' motorcars were a" n o v e l t y and few and f a r "between. 
The 1917 Conference, i s s a i d t o have launched 
the modern town p lanning movement i n Aus t ra l ia , , and i t 
-was f i t t i n g t h a t the" Conference was held in t h i s w e l l -
planned C i t y of Ade la ide . 
An e x h i b i t i o n was one of t h e major f e a t u r e s of 
the. .1917 Conference,., and I unders tand t h i s was held in. 
t he old E x h i b i t i o n Bui ld ing on North T e r r a c e . C o n t r i b u t i o n s 
were r ece ived from the Commonwealth Government, a l l S t a t e 
Governments, numerous m u n i c i p a l i t i e s and many o the r s o u r c e s . 
The range of e x h i b i t s was ex t remely wide arid t h e success 
of the E x h i b i t i o n , and., indeed of the Conference i t s e l f , 
was l a rge ly , due t o Char les C. Reade, who, the year 
p r e v i o u s l y , had .been-appoin ted as the f i r s t Government 
Town P lanne r f o r South A u s t r a l i a . ' 
- . Reade was l a r g e l y i n s t r u m e n t a l .iri s ecur ing • the 
i n t r o d u c t i o n of the f i r s t B i l l r e l a t i n g / t o . t o w n p l ann ing 
i n t o our S t a t e P a r l i a m e n t / i n 19160 Th i s was the f i r s t 
l e g i s l a t i o n of i t s kind in A u s t r a l i a and t h e B i l l f i n a l l y 
became law I11 1920.' I am p l ea sed t o see r e f e r e n c e s to ' 
t h a t • e a r l y Act among the e x h i b i t s he re today , as South 
A u s t r a l i a then l ed t h e . f i e l d wi th t h i s impor tant l e g i s l a t i o n 
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U n f o r t u n a t e l y , . the Town P lann ing and Development 
Act of 1920 w a s ' r e p e a l e d in 1929 and r ep l aced "by a so -
c a l l e d Town P lann ing Act which merely a t tempted t o c o n t r o l 
•land s u b d i v i s i o n in' a very e lementa ry way. 
I t was not u n t i l . t h i s year t h a t we were ab le t o 
r e s t o r e South A u s t r a l i a t o the f o r e f r o n t w i t h the p a s s i n g 
o f ' t h e P lann ing and Development A c t . T h i s Ac t , which 
came . in to o p e r a t i o n oh the 1s t J u l y , g i v e s e f f e c t to a 
major f e a t u r e of t h e Government 's e l e c t i o n p o l i c y . 
The A u s t r a l i a n Labor P a r t y t o l d the people of 
South A u s t r a l i a t h a t under a Labor Government t h e r e would 
•be e f f e c t i v e town p lann ing in South Aus t r a l i a„ We have • 
done , . th i s , and I am sure t h a t ; the b a s i c p r i n c i p l e s 
embodied in the Act' w i l l guide e f f e c t i v e l y .the growth 
of our towns and . c i t i e s in the decades ahead« 
The e x h i b i t s on d i s p l a y ' t o d a y v i v i d l y i l l u s t r a t e 
the changing, p a t t e r n of. our c i t i e s . . , The theme of t h e 
e x h i b i t i o n ' : "Towards a B e t t e r ' Environment" r e f l e c t s 
t h e progressive: a t t i t u d e of those r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
o rgan i s ing the e x h i b i t i o n , b u t i t a l s o emphasises t h a t 
we should not be s a t i s f i e d w i th our p r e s e n t environment:. 
There i s alwayB room for , improvement . We must be c o n s t a n t l y 
s t r i v i n g to. make our c i t i e s . b e t t e r p l a c e s t o l i v e i n . . 
Ladies and Gentlemen, I hope you w i l l s tudy the 
e x h i b i t s c a r e f u l l y ; - I am stare t h e r e a re many i dea s 1 
i l l u s t r a t e d here which we could a d o p t wi th advantage in 
South A u s t r a l i a . • . . r 
. ; • I- compliment a l l t hose r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the 
ga ther ing*and p r e s e n t a t i o n of t h e m a t e r i a l in t h i s 
e x c e l l e n t g a l l e r y , and I t r u s t t h e Conference t o be 
held l a t e r ...this week w i l l be a. g r e a t s u c c e s s . 
• . y . . . ' ' 
I have much p l e a s u r e i n d e c l a r i n g t h i s A u s t r a l i a n " 
Town Planning J u b i l e e E x h i b i t i o n open. 
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